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EARLY PR.l?,DICTTO~S i;F DUCK SCARCITY CONFIRNXD 

Fredictions made prior to the opening of the 1946 m igratorywaterfowl hunting 

seasoh that the duck flight would be short this fall are being confirmed by field 

reports on hunting conditions in the northern and intermediate zones, Albert M , 

Day, Director of the Fish and W ildlife Service of t,he Department of the Interior, 

said today. 

These reports coming in from  the Service's game management agents are baaed 

- on their personal observations of local conditions, made either before or after 

the season, and substantiate early forecasts that ducks are scarce but hunters 

are plentiful. 

Hunting began on October 5 in the northern zone which inEludes sine, 

?!ichigan, Plinnesota, New Hampshire, 1Jorth Dakota, South Dakota, Vermont, and 

W isconsin. The season in the intermediate zone, which takes in Colorado, 
, ~ 

Connecticut, Delaware, Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Towa, Kansas, Massachusetts, 
I 

Eissouri, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New Gersey, Xew York, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, _. 

Pennsylvania, . . &ode Island, Utah, \lashi.ngton, West V-irginia and \lyom ing, opened 

on October 26. 

Thatr'ducks are decidedly conspicuous by their absence," according to the 

Service director, is the substar,ce of the majority o f the field reports r,ith the 

exception of a few fro&m  spotted areas where hunting is still comparatively good. 

.- In the Xew England area, for example, the duck flight is reported to be about 

30 percent less than last year. 



A brief resume'of the reports by states gives the following facts: 

Nebraska, October 12. "The duck and goose'flight through eastern ?LTebraska has 

been very light to date and many hunters in this vicinity have remarked that it is 

the smallest flight they have ever seen." 4 

New Jersey, Fleasantville, October 26. "Inspected abollt 35 hunters. Found 

but two with bag limit. Most hunters did not have a duck. Saw thousands of black 

duck and pintails near Salem, N. J,, and ruddy ducks at Chester Psiand in the 

Delaware River. The opening day brought out thousands of hunters." Toms River, 

October 26. "Checked 71 hunters, few ducks killed." 

Missouri, October 13. "&de a thorough survey of the L&e of the Ozarks by 

boat and found 11 ruddies, 7 mallards, and between 500 and 600 coots in the area." 

October 22. "During our check of linppapelo Reservoir we saw 20 Sansda geese, 5 

snow geese, 25 mallards and about 100 wood ducks. Prior to this in the 3ig Lake 

area and the ?-Iorse Shoe Lake area in Illinois the s&me was true.lt October 28. 

_ "Ducks are decidedly conspicuous by their absence in all the areas where I have 

worked. &de a patrol on October 27 in the shooting areas along the &ssissippi 
I 

River between Canton, No., and Keokuk, Iowa, which is normally a heavy pressure 

area. Only saw 250 mallards and 50 wood ducks. No geese were seen or heard. 

Gunning pressure was heavy but we checked less than a dozen dead ducks throughout 

the day. Most observers say tha t this condition is by far the worst in their 

memory." 

Minnesota, St. Paul, October 5. "A very poor opening." October 12, Hennepin 

and Scott counties, "Very few ducks observed." E.arly fears expressed by hunters in 

the northern zone that the blue-wingec? teal flight would be lost to them because of 

the October 5 onening date were upset by a report from Arthur S. Hawkins, flyway & 

biologist for the Service, which stated that "blue-wings led all other species by 

a wide margin in the Detroit Lakes area for the first txo dalys. bdithin a week, s 
-nowever, most blue-wings that survived the opening barrage had d.eparted,L Redheads 

2 



ranked second in the bag at Detroit Lakes and third 

canvas-backs on October 11 resulted in a heavy kill 

that followed," 
l 

at Fergus Falls. A flight of 

of this species-on the weekend * 

Echigan, Rap City, October 6, llD~c!~~ mostly gone." October 12, "Very poor 

hunting except for sneak boats," 

North Dakota, October 19. 5%nting has been just fair the past week. Very 

few hunters got their limits of either ducks or geese." 

Kansas, Gnapolis Reservoir, October 22. "About 300 geese and 3,000 ducks 

here .I! ElA3.e Salt Earsh, October 25, "Lots of hunters out, a goti many ~Tull bags 

of ducks and geese checked." 

Delaware, 

Illinois, 

ties along the 

Newport Marshes, October 26. ttSeason onened with 'bluebird' weather I 

few ducks, Examined 61 hunters who had a total bag of g ducks." 

October 26. Tery few birds were observed during our @,rol activi- 

Plississip?i River on the opening day. Checked 17 hunters along the 

river bottoms and in all found just 6 mallards. Very few wood ducks were found 

south of 'Quincy but we did find a number nor+,h of there in the large back waters. 

Returned to the Illinois River bottoms on October 27 and found very few birds 

taken by hunters. Most of the wood ducks have left the Havana and Sear-town 

districts." 

Iowa. The 1946 waterfowl season opened in Harrison and Wright counties with 
I 

weather clear and warm. A very large number of hunters on Big '+Jahl, Elm and Eagle 

lakes brought to bag a very small number of wild duc!~. There were too :nany 

hunters on the lakes and too much out-o:-range shooting. Checked in 10 boatloads 

of hunters and found only 9 ducks among the lot of 20 hunters, Big Wahl Lake had 

qqroximately 350 hunters, Elm Lake about 275, and.Eagle Lake around 3@0--far too 

many hunters for the lakes area hunted over.1t 

Wisconsin, Oshkosh, October 20. "Noted increase in canvasback ducks," 



Utah, &den, October 26: "Estimated 2,000 hunters in this area today with 

very good bags." 

Kashingtcn, Yakima, October 13, "Large concentration of ducks near Union 

Gap." Skagit Flats, October 5. "Ihllards and pintails common." 

)Iisconsin, .Eldorado I?%rsh, Cctober 13. 'I Not mny civ.,c!cs 4" Nest shore of Lake 

Winnebago, "A very good increase in mallards and bluebills," Bi;i,te &s z.Torts, 

"Several ,flocks of Canada geese, flight of tens , plenty of widgeon and bluebills. . . 
Shooting poor, mjld weather." October 6, vicinity of Books, "Lots of hunters and 

very few ducks," 
I 

South D.akota, October 19, "Goose hunting good in Sand Lake area, 20,000 geese 

there, duck hunting fair,"' October 5,,5!ebster, S. D., "Hunters out in large 

numbers and hunting excellent." 

MCohigan, Fish Pofnt near Bay City, October 20, "Few ducks and none being I , 
killed." October 22, Pennsvllle, '10nly3G0 geese -In area," October 25, Unionvflle, 

, 
*'Ducks very scarce." 
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